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Fern Prior 


Do you feel, as I do, that the 
new year for the ISLA might be 
starting on September first this 
year? So many of us are going on 
vacations, some are changing jobs, 
some relocating their libraries, and 
many will be away from their reg- 
ular mail deliveries. So it seems 
that with the arrival of Col. Hart 
in September, we will officially 
open our new year. In the mean- 
time several things can be done. 

For instance, the committee 
chairmen have been selected and 
have agreed to accept the respon- 
sibility of the committee work. 
The executive board did appoint 
the chairman and in some cases 
the other members but for the 
most part it was decided to let 
the chairman select his own com- 
mittee. I hope that by the time of 
our next IDAHO LIBRARIAN, I 
will have heard from all of you 
chairmen naming your committee 
members, and giving a brief out- 
line of your plan for activity. 


President's Page 


We are grateful to Eli Oboler 
who agreed to edit the IDAHO 
LIBRARIAN for the next year. All 
this year we must keep in mind 
someone who will take over this 
task for the coming year. Printing 
the IDAHO LIBRARIAN has been 
an expensive business and there 
has been some criticism on that 
point—but all of us agree that 
we do not want to go back to the 
mimeographed copies. In order to 
take care of that extra expense we 
raised the rates, in executive meet- 
ing, in two ways. First we raised 
the registration fee to fifty cents 
a day for the convention meetings. 
Then we raised all dues to the 
organization $1.00 right straight 
across the board. The non-librar- 
ian fee will now be $2.00 instead 
of the $1.00 that we previously 
had. This-will be effective on Jan- 
uary 1, 1958. 

We also decided, contrary to 
the constitution, to print only the 
names of the new members in this 
issue. Later on, if it becomes 
financially possible, we will print 
the names of those who attended 
the district meetings. 


We also set up a liasion com- 
mittee at the request of Elise 
Balch. This is the Library Plan- 
ning Committee. It is composed of 
Col. Hart and two members of the 
State Library Board and the past- 
president, the president, and vice- 
president of the ISLA, all ex-of- 
ficio members. 

You have read elsewhere that 
we did not legislate for divisions in 
ISLA because there is no part of 
the ISLA constitution that forbids 
divisions. We have had the School 
Librarians, Public Librarians, and 
College Librarians. Now it looks 
as if we will have a Catalogers 
division and a Trustees and 
Friends of the Library Division. 
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Chairmen of each of these groups 
have been selected and they will 
soon contact others in their groups 
and will make plans for organiz- 
ing a group half-day session when 
the ISLA meets in Sun Valley next 
May. And here is something to 
keep in mind; some of the groups 
are already planning on a pre- 
convention no-host dinner on the 
evening before the convention 
starts so closer relationships with- 
in the groupings can be realized. 
Maybe your group will want to 
do that, too. 


The executive board sent tele- 
grams to Frank Church and Henry 
Dworshak to ask them to support 
the library services bill through 
the senate. Mr. Church wired back 
immediately to the effect that he 
had been, he was, and he would 
be backing the bill. Mr. Dworshak 
wrote Ruth McBirney that, quote, 
“There is a very definite urge 
from the constituents in Idaho 
that every consideration be given 
to the reduction of the budget. I 
shall keep request in mind and 
when the matter comes before 
the Appropriations Committee, we 
will have your views.” 


At the request of the executive 
board I wrote to the attorney gen- 
eral and asked for an opinion on 
the legality of the House Bill 64. 
I have received no answer on that 
request as yet. 


I think I have pulled an ex- 
asperating joke on all of you. I 
was elected your president on 
the sole grounds that I lived in 
Northern Idaho. Just as soon as 
I am elected I move to Boise! I 
have no Boise address as yet, but 
if you happen to be in Boise, I 
can be contacted at the School Ad- 
ministration Building there. My 
mail could be sent to 525 Locust 
in Twin Falls. 


This is a great year for Idaho 
Librarians. A dream that members 
of the ISLA had many years ago 
is now becoming a reality. Col. 
Hart will need the active sup- 
port of each of us. Because of 
your astonishing ability to get 
things done harmoniously, I am 
sure that he will get the 100% 
support that he is hoping for. We 
won’t be doing too much head-line 
stuff this year—in fact, maybe we 
ean call this year “Our Policy 
Making Year’—but everything we 
do this year will be very important 
as ground work for the year that 
lies ahead of us when Arthur De- 
Volder takes over, and Col. Hart 
will have workers in the field. 


Fern Prior 
President 
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Minutes of ISLA Board Meeting 


The meeting of the Board of 
ISLA met in Twin Falls, Idaho, 
following the district meeting on 
May 9, 1957. 


Members of the Board in at- 
tendance were: Mrs. Prior, Miss 
McBirney, Mr. DeVolder, Mr. 
Oboler, and Miss McClain. Mrs. 
Glen Balch was a guest. 


Finances 

Finances were the first item dis- 
cussed. There is less money in 
the treasury than a year ago be- 
cause the expense of the Idaho 
Librarian has been greater. 


Editor of Idaho Librarian 

Mr. Oboler stated that he would 
give a definite committment to 
serve as editor for the IDAHO 
LIBRARIAN by June 1, and ac- 
cepted with this provision to edit 
and publish the magazine for the 
next year (4 issues). 


Convention for 1958 

Plans were Giscussed for alter- 
nating conventions at Sun Valley 
and McCall for the combined con- 
ventions of Idaho State Library 
Association. It will be planned so 
that the meeting will be at Sun 
Valley on the same year that 
PNLA is scheduled to meet in 
Idaho. 


Tentative date set is Friday and 
Saturday of the first full week in 
May, 1958, for Sun Valley, if it 
is possible. (Dates would be May 
9-10). 


Program For 1958 Convention 
Dorothy Bevis is to be hired by 
the State Librarian to work next 
summer at the State Library, and 
it was suggested that she might 
be the featured speaker, discussing 
training for librarians. It was sug- 
gested that the State Library 
Board might be asked to defray 


one-third of the expense to ob- 
tain Miss Bevis. 


Fees at Registration 

The Board recommended that 
fees be raised to $1.00 for the 
conferences, or 50c a day. 


Discussion Topic for Conference 

It was the concensus of opinion 
that the most important topic we 
could discuss is getting librarians 
for libraries in Idaho. 


Workshops 

The desirability of a Trustee and 
Friends of the Library workshop 
was discussed. It was suggested 
that the workshop might be pre- 
vious to the conference so that 
they could attend regular sessions. 


Treasurer’s Report And 
Presented Bills 
There is $467.99 currently in 
the treasury. No treasurer’s report 
was given, and it was stated all 
funds were not yet in nor were all 
bills paid. 
Bills presented: 
Travel expenses 
Arthur DeVolder....... $61.62 
for expense to regional con- 
ference at Lewiston. 


Bi $10.00 
for Board Meeting at Twin 
Falls. 

Expenses 
Dorothy Bosselman..... $14.05 
$13.08 


$6.00 stamps, $5.40 telegrams, 
$1.68 convention deficit. 


Payment of Expenses in Connection 
With Regional Conventions 

Mr. Oboler moved allowing pay- 
ment of all reasonable bills in con- 
nection with regional conventions 
which are acceptable to the pres- 
ident. Carried. 
Dues 

Suggestions were made that dues 
be raised to cover the expenses of 


ISLA. A motion was made by Mr. 
DeVolder to raise dues $1.00 
across the board for all members, 
effective January 1, 1958, and 
amended to increase subscription 
rate to the IDAHO LIBRARIAN 
to $2.00 for non-members. 


Divisions 

No action was taken to amend 
the constitution since it doesn’t 
prevent organization of division as 
it is now written. It was recom- 
mended that chairman of the 
School Librarians (Mrs. Slagow- 
ski suggested), form her own com- 
mittee and make plans for her sec- 
tional meeting for the next con- 
vention. 


A motion was made by Mr. 
Oboler that the increasing de- 
mand for divisions in ISLA—as 
indicated by School Librarians 
Library Trustees and Friends of 
the Library, and Cataloging Li- 
brarians—be recognized and that 
they be permitted to organize, and 
the president be instructed to ap- 
point an appropriate chairman to 
organize each. (Mrs. Balch was 
suggested for Trustees and Miss 
Guenther for Cataloging.) Second- 
ed and carried. 


Revised Elementary Standards 
These standards which had been 
previously presented to the board 
were not acted upon because the 
recent vote of the association ir- 
dicated approval of the standards. 


Addressograph 

In response to a recent request 
to the board for an addressograph, 
it was unanimously agreed that it 
was an unnecessary expense for 
an association of this size. 


ALA Recruiting Committee 

The ALA Recruiting Committee 
wants a chairman from ISLA to 
assist in a nationwide recruiting 
program. The board suggested 
that we wait until 1958 after the 


ISLA Convention to name a chair- 
man. 


Committees 
Membership 
The Treasurer is Chairman, 
according to the constitution. 


Legislative 
Dorothy Bosselman, who will 
select her committee and 
choose one member to take 
over if she leaves the state. 


Library Development 
Elise Balch and Art DeVolder. 
The third member will be 
chosen from active members, 
on condition that it will be 
turned over to Mr. Hart when 
he becomes State Librarian. 


Publications 
The Chairman is Editor of the 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN, and will 
select committee members. 


Public Relations 
Reva Nearhood and Ruth Mc- 
Birney. It was suggested that 
this committee be given the re- 
sponsibility for newspaper re- 
leases. 

School Libraries 
Maxine Slagowski, Ina Carl- 
son, and Parker Whitaker. The 
division to be left up to the 
committee of area to cover. 

Nominating Committee 
Olive Bess, Theron Atkinson, 
and Mike Slama. 

Micro-Filming Committee 

(Special) 
Lee Zimmerman. He will ap- 
point someone to be in charge, 
if he does not keep the posi- 
tion himself. 

Constitutional Amendment 

Committee (Special) 
Martha Guenther has been ap- 
pointed to be available, if 
needed. 

Liaison Committee With 
State Library Board 
Mr. Oboler made a motion that 
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there be a Liaison Committee with 
the State Library Board, compos- 
ed of the executive officers of 
ISLA (President, Vice-President, 
and Past-President). Seconded and 
carried. 


Executive Board Meeting 


The meeting place of the next 
Executive Board is to be in Boise 
in the Fall. 


Suggestions for ISLA Treasurer’s 
Procedures and Records 

The procedures were discussed 
and it was agreed that they be ap- 
proved and become part of the 
minutes of this executive board 
meeting. It was also decided that 
the auditing should be done by a 
CPA to be selected by the incom- 
ing president, and to be paid from 
the treasury. (Copies of proce- 
dures are enclosed for those who 
did not attend the executive 
meeting.) 


H. B. 64—Salacious Comics Act 


It was moved by Mr. Oboler 
that the Board request information 
from the Attorney General con- 
cerning the constitutionality of the 
Salacious Comics Law in terms of 
the February 25, 1957 Supreme 
Court Decision voiding the sim- 
ilar Michigan law—and that the 
President notify the Board of his 
answer. Seconded and carried. 


Library Services Act Budget 

The Board agreed to have a 
telegram sent to both of the Idaho 
Senators asking support of the 
full appropriation of seven and 
one-half million dollars for next 
year’s budget and for the Library 
Services Act. 


Adjourned 


Secretary-pro tem 
Alice McClain 
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Northern District Meeting 


Lewiston, May 7, 1957 


The Northern District Confer- 
ence of the Idaho State Library 
Association was held at Lewiston, 
Idaho, Tuesday, May 7, 1957. There 
were 52 interested persons regis- 
tered. The morning session was 
held in the Student Union building 
at Lewis and Clark Normal School. 
It was called to order at 10 A. M. 
by Mrs. Fern Prior, Vice President, 
ISLA. The morning program con- 
sisted of a talk by Henry Drennan 
explaining the work of the PNLA 
Library Development Project sur- 
vey now being conducted under 
grant from the Ford Foundation; 
a talk on “Library Service in Ida- 
ho” by Martha Kennedy, member 
of the Idaho State Library Board; 
an address by Art DeVolder en- 
titled, ‘“Iidaho’s Library Future— 
Information Unlimited.” The morn- 
ing session adjourned at 12 noon. 


Luncheon was served at the 
Airport. Entertainment consisted 
of some musical numbers by tal- 
ented Lewiston residents and a 
talk by Dean H. Walter Steffens 
of the University of Idaho. 

The afternoon session convened 
at 2:30 and was a question and 
answer session on various library 
problems, such as “How can librar- 
ians placate irate citizens who pro- 
test against books on library 
shelves as unfit to read? What 
stand should be taken against cen- 
sorship? Should librarians cater to 
public demand for nothing but 
fiction, westerns and who-done’ 
its?” It was conducted by Lee F. 
Zimmerman, Librarian, University 
of Idaho Library. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 
P. M. 


Charles A. Webbert 


Reports of District Meetings 


May 7, 9, 11, 1957 


Southwestern District Meeting 
Twin Falls, May 9, 1957 


The meetings were held at the 
Twin Falls City Hall Auditorium 
beginning with registration at 
9:00 A. M. 


A welcoming address was given 
by Mr. Lyons Smith, Mayor of 
Twin Falls. 

A short business meeting was 
held to discuss the organization 
of sections within the structure 
of the ISLA. It was stated that it 
was not necessary to change the 
constitution to permit sections, 
and it was suggested that those 
interested choose a chairman and 
organize a school library section, 
a trustee and friends of the library 
section and a cataloging section. 

After the business meeting Mrs. 
Lulu Cunningham, 91, of Hailey 
Public Library was introduced as 
the oidest active librarian in the 
state of Idaho. 

At 10:00 Mr. Arthur L. DeVolder, 
chairman, Library Development 
Committee, presented his talk on 
“Tdaho’s Library Future—Infor- 
mation Unlimited.” 

This was followed by presenta- 
tion of the movie loaned from the 
Missouri State Library and pro- 
duced by the Southwest Bell Tele- 
phone Company entitled: ‘Ozark 
Bookmobile.” The theme of the 
picture was “If the people can’t 
come to the books, bring the books 
to the people.” 

Mrs. Glenn Balch then presented 
her program on “State Library 
Plans.” She stated that the top 
problem is getting people to ac- 
cept the necessity of having li- 
braries. Libraries are not luxuries 
was one point she made. It was 
her opinion that libraries are being 
pushed out of the new schools that 
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have been recently built and re- 
placed by classrooms. ‘People have 
lost the ideas that libraries are 
essential to education,” she pointed 
out. 


It is important, she stated, that 
Friends of the Libraries groups 
be organized and advisors appoint- 
ed to create a nucleus or pivot for 
the many organizations within each 
community that are interested in 
libraries and want to establish and 
encourage them. 


The State J. C.’s have adopted 
this project, and other groups of 
people such as PTA and labor are 
also interested. 


The Federal Service Aid monies 
will be used to plan a budget which 
will include an extension library 
and more staff. It is also planned 
to purchase a bookmobile to use 
for exhibition purposes to show 
what county and regional libraries 
can do. 


It is probable that in the second 
year the bookmobile may be loaned 
out to small areas that are desirous 
of setting up pilot routes to see 
if bookmobile service would be 
feasible in their communities. This 
type of program was extensively 
used in Louisiana. 


In discussions it was brought out 
that some groups needed advice 
from the state library to aid them 
with their problems. Mrs. Fern 
Prior stated that various libraries 
felt that the exhibition idea was 
sound as different communities 
wanted to know what type of 
books were available. A bookshow 
was suggested as good advertising. 


Mrs. Aldrich Bowler, Bliss, gave 
a brief resume of her activities 
in Bliss County in contacting 
people who are representatives of 
various social and fraternal organ- 
izations to stimulate interest in 
library development. 


Mr. Arthur DeVolder stated that 
more trustee interest is vital as 
they are responsible for the li- 
brary and hold power to contact 
more people and organizations 
than the librarian. Too, the librar- 
ian’s job is to create interest on 
behalf of the children, tomorrow’s 
taxpayers! 


Mrs. Nancy Jarvis of Caldwell 
suggested a study to see what was 
done about servicing library pa- 
trons outside the legal boundaries 
of the city. Mrs. Balch answered 
that such statistics were not avail- 
able, but that it was hoped that 
the State Library would eventually 
be able to gather such information. 


Further discussion involved 
methods of informing out-of-town 
patrons of the need to contribute 
to library support. It was suggested 
that service be discontinued unless 
payment is made. Mrs. Balch stated 
that the only real solution is a 
broad tax base for the county. 


Further discussion included book 
selection and elections for county 
service. Thanks were publicly given 
to Mrs. Edith Robinson for service 
from the State Library. 


At the luncheon at the Turf 
Club, Mrs. John E. Hayes, past 
president of the national PTA, 
spoke on “The Library, An Edu- 
cation Factor.” She emphasized 
the library as a people’s university. 
It is for more than advanced 
learning—it is continuing educa- 
tion. Contribution to education is 
always forthcoming. 


Mrs. Hayes stated that children 
should be taken to libraries at an 
early age to impress upon them 
the importance of the knowledge 
obtainable through books. Libra- 
ries give students of today the 
greatest possible opportunities to 
learn. Economic problems of li- 


brary support can be solved 
through joint efforts of all inter- 
ested persons. 


All learning is not gained in 
school. The library is a vital sup- 
plement and gives a student a bet- 
ter sense of values. With rise of 
better literacy more people are 
learning to read and more books 
will be demanded to increase 
knowledge. 


Music and songs were presented 
by Mr. Eugene Klaas who sang 
“Autumn Leaves,” “Picnic,” “Hear 
My Prayer,” and “Old Man River.” 


At 2:30 p. m. the Public Rela- 
tions Workshop was conducted, 
with Mr. Eli Oboler as moderator. 
The workshop, entitled ‘Making 
News With Your Library,” had on 
its panel Miss Bonnie Baird, Salt 
Lake Tribune; Mr. Juneau Shinn, 
KLIX-TV; and Mr. E. A. Nellis, 
Times-News. 


Public relations are vital and 
necessary to bring to the attention 
of the community the services of 
the library. This thought was stres- 
sed by all members of the panel. 
Mr. Shinn said that a better un- 
derstanding of the mass media 
personnel and the librarians was 
necessary to understand the im- 
portance of the news releases and 
to get a fuller treatment of the 
booklists. Library articles and news 
must be made more interesting. He 
further stated that it is easier to 
get free time on radio than on 
television. 


It was suggested that on occa- 
sion a brief review of a noteworthy 
book might draw interest. Mr. Nel- 
lis suggested that the librarian 
draw up the story but turn the 
information over to the newspaper- 
man for revision for more read- 
ability. 


Miss Baird suggested timely re- 
leases and coordination of mass 


media releases so that one group 
would not get them before another. 
News stories are necessary to catch 
the eye. 


Mr. Shinn suggested that if TV 
time was available that several 
books could be discussed and dis- 
played over the media. This would 
be doubly effective if the book 
cover was colorful. 


The members agreed that one 
means of bringing books to the 
attention of the people would be 
by contacting the program direc- 
tors of radio or television stations 
directly. It was also pointed out 
that an annotated list would be 
of more value than a straight list- 
ing of authors and titles. Articles 
must be factual and have news 
interest. The weeklies have a more 
personal interest in the library in 
their community and should be 
contacted for policies regarding 
public service articles. 

Bad publicity about the library 
can be softened by stating facts 
obtained directly from the librar- 
ian and the board. Common sense 
must be used in reporting any bad 
publicity. 

It was further suggested that 
emphasis should be put on other 
books beside fiction, as well as 
magazines, newspapers and related 
materials found in the library. 

The meetings were adjourned at 
4 p. m. and a social hour held at 
the Twin Falls Library sponsored 
by the Staff and the Library 
Board. 

Carol Jones 
Recording Secretary 


Southeastern District Meeting 


Blackfoot, May 11, 1957 


The Southeastern district con- 
ference of the Idaho State Library 
Association was held in Blackfoot 
on Saturday, May 11, 1957. About 
seventy librarians, trustees and in- 
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terested friends attended the meet- 
ing. The morning session was held 
in the Episcopal Parish hall. Mr. 
Arthur DeVolder, vice-president 
and president-elect, called the meet- 
ing to order at 10:05 A. M. Mr. De- 
Volder expressed thanks to Mrs. 
Ava Barnes, librarian of the Edna 
Gillespie library in Blackfoot and 
chairman of the conference, for 
her work in preparing the program. 
An address of welcome was given 
by Mr. Earl J. Miller, mayor of 
Blackfoot. Mr. Miller very thought- 
fully gave courtesy cards to out-of- 
town drivers. 


A short business meeting was 
conducted by Miss Ruth McBirney, 
outgoing president. Miss McBirney 
also thanked Mrs. Barnes and the 
city of Blackfoot for their hospital- 
ity. Two items of business were 
taken up: 


1. Questionnaires for group sec- 
tions. 


2. Questionnaires on standards 
for school libraries. 


At the May, 1956, convention at 
McCall, the school librarians had 
asked for a section to be created. 
Mrs. Uhland, chairman of the con- 
stitutional revision committee was 
consulted, and it was decided that 
no amendment was needed for 
this to be voted upon. Ballots were 
sent out before the 1957 confer- 
ence covering school, cataloguing 
and trustees’ and friends’ sections. 
The voting was close and not con- 
clusive. Therefore the executive 
board agreed that groups could be 
formed if they so desired, but no 
definite action was taken, except 
that Mrs. Maxine Slagowski, high 
school librarian at Idaho Falls 
High school, was asked to go ahead 
and organize the school librarians 
as they had indicated. 


On the second item, in regard to 
standards for school libraries, Mrs. 


Slagowski reported a vote of 59 
to 7 in favor of adoption. 


Two speeches were given at the 
morning section. Mr. DeVolder 
talked on “Idaho’s Library Future 
—lInformation Unlimited”. His talk 
was followed by a film on book- 
mobile service—‘‘Spotlight on Mis- 
souri”. 


Mrs. Elise Balch, chairman of 
the State Library Board, talked on 
library service in Idaho. Both of 
these talks were inspiring and in- 
formative. Copies of these speeches 
are included in the minutes, and 
are also published in the July 
LIBRARIAN. 

The morning session was ad- 
journed at 12 noon. 


At 12:30 a delightful luncheon 
was served at the Colonial Inn. 
Favors found at each plate were 
from the. Potato starch factory in 
Blackfoot and the Utah-Idaho 
sugar company. Mrs. Barnes in- 
troduced the members of her li- 
brary board and thanked them for 
their help in making the confer- 
ence a success. The members are 
as follows: 


Mrs. Leo Montague 
Mrs. Edythe Slattery 
Mrs. Elaine Cammack 
Mrs. Inez Pendlebury 
Mrs. Harold Smith 


A girls’ vocal trio, made up of 
Faith Simmons, Michelene Parker 
and Frances Robinson, pupils of 
Evelyn Eberhard, entertained with 
several delightful numbers. After 
luncheon Mrs. Montague talked 
most interestingly and entertain- 
ingly on the value of library ser- 
vice in the community. 


The afternoon session was held 
in the dining room of the Colonial 
Inn. A panel discussion on the 
use of radio, television, and news- 
papers in imparting library publi- 


city was moderated by Arthur 
DeVolder. Other members of the 
panel were Harold Smith of the 
BLACKFOOT BULLETIN, and Eli 
Oboler of Idaho State College. 


Many interesting points were 
brought out—for example, that 
there are only two regular literary 
radio programs in Idaho—one of 
them in the northern part of the 
state, and one that has been con- 
ducted by Mr. Oboler for the past 
8 years, entitled “Books and You.” 


Mr. DeVolder summarized with 
three main points: 


1. Whatever the library does is 
news to people who want to hear 
about it. News of the library is 
news to the public even though 
the library might not consider it so. 


2. Library matters can be made 
news by close cooperation with 


radio, television, newspapers, etc. 


3. We should never underesti- 
mate the power of these mass 
media in publicizing the library. 


Following adjournment of the 
afternoon session a tea was given 
by the members of the Blackfoot 
library board in the Edna Gillespie 
Library. A pleasant hour was en- 
joyed chatting with the charming 
hostess and with other friends. 


A vote of thanks was extended 
to Mrs. Barnes for a completely 
planned and smoothly conducted 
conference. 


The conference was adjourned at 
4P. M. 


Mildred Hilswick, 


Secretary, 
Idaho State Library 
Association, 1955-57 


408 S. W. Fifth Avenue 
Portland 4, Oregon 


The Largest Book Stock 
in the West 


@ Maximum Discounts 
@ Fast Service 


@ Selective Prebinds 


“SINCE 1867” 


THE J. K. GILL COMPANY 


2005 Third Avenue 
Seattle 1, Washington . 


The 1956 Biennial Meeting at 
Shore Lodge in McCall was a fine 
culmination for a year of accom- 
plishment under the presidency of 
Martha Guenther and a good in- 
troduction for the new year of 
1956-57. This year has been marked 
in general by a continuation of 
programs set up in previous years, 
and it too has been a year of ac- 
complishment. With so many peo- 
ple working toward the same goals, 
some of those goals are bound to 
be reached, or at least approached. 

One of our first projects of the 
year was to get the IDAHO LI- 
BRARIAN into print. It was felt 
that besides offering a more at- 
tractive format, printing would 
lessen considerably the work of 
the editor, who after all has his 
own full-time job to do along with 
editing the LIBRARIAN. Under 
the direction of Theron Atkinson, 
with Donnell Hunter assisting as 
advertising manager, four attrac- 
tive issues have appeared in print- 
ed form. The costs were consider- 
ably higher than for the old mime- 
ographed edition, as was to be 
expected, but it is hoped that in 
the coming year, costs can be re- 
duced somewhat so that the LI- 
BRARIAN can continue in its new 
printed format. 

On the national scene, an im- 
portant development was the Li- 
brary Services Act, which was 
introduced in the spring of 1956. 
It was passed in the House of Re- 
presentatives just prior to the 
ISLA state meeting at Shore 


Lodge, and in the Senate in June. 
ISLA’s contribution to its passage 
was a series of letters and tele- 
grams urging passage and accept- 
ance of the bill which could mean 
so much to Idaho, as well as to 
all the other states and territories. 


President's Report 


May, 1956—May 11, 1957 
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They were sent to our own Sen- 
ators and Representatives, mem- 
bers of the committee conducting 
the hearings, and to the President 
of the United States when the bill 
reached his desk for signature. 
Letters and telegrams are con- 
tinuing to go out from the officers 
and members of ISLA, now urging 
full appropriation under the act. 


Another accomplishment of the 
year, on the state level, has come 
through the cooperative efforts 
of the Idaho State Library Board, 
and the Association. For a number 
of years efforts have been made to 
increase the budget of the Idaho 
State Traveling Library. This year 
it became imperative to obtain 
this increase if Idaho was to bene- 
fit from federal funds made avail- 
able through the Library Services 
Act. The present budget of $29,500 
for the biennium fell far below 
the minimum required for match- 
ing funds from the state. The 
Legislative and Public Relations 
Committees threw their efforts 
behind the State Library Board’s 
request for a budget of $125,000 
for the next biennium. While the 
requested budget was cut back 
to $75,000, even that was a major 
accomplishment and will provide 
the minimum amount necessary for 
matching funds. It also has made 
possible the appointment of a state 
librarian who can, among other 
things, take over the organization 
of an advisory service for libraries 
and communities wishing to de- 
velop district libraries. 


As part of the program to gain 
support for the larger appropria- 
tion for the State Library and also 
to urge citizens of the state to 
form district libraries under the 
Library Enabling Act of 1955, the 
Public Relations Committee dis- 


tributed large quantities of their 
leaflets first printed in the spring 
of 1956. At the request of the 
State Library Board, Lee Zimmer- 
man prepared a very complete 
study plan to supplement the leaf- 
lets. Specifically drawn up for the 
Home Demonstration groups, his 
outline is suitable for study groups 
of any organization interested in 
studying the problem. 

The Library Development Com- 
mittee continued its fine work of 
‘surveying library and financial re- 
sources of the state. Their findings 
will no doubt be helpful to the new 
state librarian when he comes to 
take office in September. 

During the year the School Li- 
braries Committee revised the 
standards for elementary school 
libraries, (see pp. 24-26) the tenta- 
tive text of which was printed in 
the April, 1954, issue of the IDAHO 
LIBRARIAN. The revised stan- 
dards were dittoed and sent out 
to all members with a request that 
they return a ballot either approv- 
ing or rejecting the standards. 
Since the return was largely favor- 
able the Executive board agreed 
to consider the standards as ac- 
cepted by the Association. It is 
to be hoped that action on the 
part of the elementary schools to 
improve their libraries will even- 
tually follow. 

At the state meeting in May, 
1956, the School Librarians re- 
quested that they be allowed to 
form their own organization within 
ISLA. Subsequent requests came 
for a catalog and a trustees section. 
The membership was polled on its 
wishes to have formally organized 
sections within the association rep- 
resenting each type of library or 
service. Opinions were divided, 
but the solution seemed to be to 
allow groups wishing to do so to 
organize with officers, and other 
groups to maintain their previous 
informal status. As a result the 


three sections mentioned will be 
organized during the coming year. 


Attendance at the 1957 district 
meetings was encouraging, par- 
ticularly that of the Northern dis- 
trict. That district has always been 
reported as not being especially 
interested in state library prob- 
lems, but the attendance this year, 
as large or larger than attendance 
in the two southern districts, in- 
dicates a growing interest and a 
realization that perhaps greater 
things can be accomplished for the 
libraries of the state, and prob- 
lems solved more easily through 
cooperation and exchange of ideas 
among librarians from all types 
of libraries. We hope that this 
spirit of working together will con- 
tinue to be one of the main char- 
acterstics of ISLA. 


Ruth McBirney 


ISLA President, 
1956-57 


Expert Service on 
MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
for 
ALL LIBRARIES 


Faxon’s Librarians Guide 
free on request 


For the very best subscrip- 
tion service at competitive 
prices—ask about our Till 
Forbidden plan. 


e 
F. W. Faxon Co., Inc. 


83-91 Francis Street Boston 15 Mass. 
Continuous Library Service Since 1886 


September, 1955—May 28, 1957 


Cashier’s check for cash on hand 


forwarded from former 


Receipts 
Advertising (IDAHO LIBRARIAN)...... 1,061.37 
Separate subscriptions to IDAHO........ 55.50 
LIBRARIAN 


Miscellaneous receipts (Convention 
registration fees, paid exhibits at 


Disbursemeiits 

Comferemce 215.30 
Sundries (PNLA membership, Exhibits 


Balance in checking account, May 28, 1957................ 


Cashier’s check to Lois Hansen, new Treasurer............ 


Margaret Kelsch 


Treasurer 
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Treasurer's Report for Biennium 


$ 296.79 


1,999.52 


... $2,296.31 


.. 
|__| 
$1,989.43 } 
306.88 
306.88 


Report on Membership 


May 28, 1957 


Public Librarians 


School Librarians 

1 Veterans Hospital 
1 Law Libraries 
2 State Traveling Library 
1 Assistant Director of Library Projects 
Trustees (Including members of State Board and 
Legislative Committee, Trustees of local Boards) ................ 7 
Others (1 State Supervisor of Schools, 1 college 
109 
1 
Library Development Project ............. 1 


Margaret Kelsch 
Membership Chairman 
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To Idaho's Library Future— 
Information Unlimited 


Idaho’s library future promises 
one of the richest harvests in its 
history provided that the people 


of Idaho take advantage of the 
seeds that have been provided for 


them. 


These seeds—the Library Dis- 
trict Enabling Act, the Federal 
Library Services Bill, and the ex- 
panded budget of the State Travel- 
ling Library—are at the moment 
lying fallow and need only the 
rain of interest of the Gem Staters 
to build one of the finest library 
systems in the country. 


Everything in Idaho is growing: 
Industry, Agriculture, Housing, 
Transportation, and Education. 
Mergers are going on all around 
us. Yet there has been a lag in 
building up the library which is 
one of the most effective tools of 
our educational system. 


The library is the chief means 
of communication for information 
and educational opportunities for 
adults. The library is one of the 
most important supplements to 
elementary and secondary educa- 
tion; but if it is ignored, inefficient, 
or economically unsound it will 
fail in the goal of bringing service 
to the people of the state. 


It is imperative that the seeds 
given to us should act as a stimulus 
in providing growth to the local 
library, to aid in revamping pres- 
ent collections, and adding new 
materials and equipment which are 
desperately needed. Action needs 
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to be taken now on overcoming 
legal restrictions, obtaining quali- 
fied personnel and strengthening 
our state agency so that full ad- 
vantage can be taken to harvest 
a crop of good libraries. 


To plow the furrow, to irrigate 
the soil and to grow the seed those 
interested in library development 
will have to work from two direc- 
tions simultaneously to create a 
strong library movement—from 
the State Library down and from 
the local libraries upward. 


In the discussion at the moment 
the latter development will be our 
chief concern. From studies made 
within the state and from a general 
concensus of opinion of librarians 
and interested persons throughout 
the United States—it has been con- 
ceded that the greatest strength 
in satisfactory library services lies 
not in small scattered independent 
libraries but in development of 


large centrally-located district li- 
braries. 


In Idaho the immediate strength 
of the library movement lies in a 
long-range program for the devel- 
opment of district libraries as 
authorized in our state through the 
Library District Enabling Act. Con- 
solidation of library facilities— 
like those of schools and business 
—is no longer an ideal, but a ne- 
cessity if our libraries are to give 
adequate service, obtain sufficient 
funds for operation and hire ex- 
perienced personnel to provide 
the services needed in our tech- 
nological era. 


Establishment of larger district 
libraries would create a more pos- 
itive means for bringing together 
books and people. By setting up 
large distribution and processing 
centers in selected areas of the 
state it would be possible to reach 
the maximum numbers of persons 
with a more diversified collection 
of books. 


_Small, independent, out-dated 
inadequate libraries cannot supply 
the current demands for diversified 
materials; consequently people 
have not been interested and li- 
brary service has not been forth- 
coming. 


High quality of service directed 
by skilled personnel, quantity pur- 
chasing, bibliographic and catalog- 
ing tools, book selection guidance, 
reference services as well as mod- 
ern business procedures are the 
means to a well-organized library 
service. This would free the local 
town librarian from processing of 
books so that she could devote 
her time to public relations, ad- 
visory services and direct aid to 
patrons without being confined to 
routine tasks. The small library 
would in this way gain stature in 
the community because of the wide 
scope of service provided by the 
centralized distribution center. 


A good library should provide 
stories, records, maps and related 
materials for children; books for 
reference, career guidance and re- 
creation for the teen-ager and en- 
tertainment, how-to-do-it books, 


films and self-education means for 
the adult. The possibilities of such 
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library services are unlimited. To- 
day and everyday the Gem Staters 
would have available unbiased, all- 
purpose, all-age information cen- 
ters. In other words it would bring 
a library service in keeping with 
the times. 


Granted, you say, this sounds 
great; but what about the cost of 
the service? In proportion to other 
costs, the price for good library 
service is negligible. For the price 
of two cartons of cigarettes each 
individual could be assured of a 
good collection within their 
counties. At two mills levy the 
cost to the taxpayer would be $2.00 
per $1000 assessed valuation. If a 
person’s property is assessed at 
$5000, it would cost the person 
and his family $10.00 a year for 
service. For a family of four 
readers checking out one book each 
a week, over $700 worth of books 
could be read in one year. A good 
return on any investment. 


Also, costs can be reduced by 
careful planning. Like the merger 
of business, no haphazard guess- 
work should be permitted. Feder- 
ation, integration and grant-in-aid 
plans should be studied. 


Complacency of communities 
concerning the library will have to 
be overcome and persons should 
become better acquainted with the 
purpose of the library function. 
A closer look will have to be taken 
of the club libraries, the donated 
libraries, the libraries with no or 
very little budget. A study must 
be made to justify their existence 
and standards. 


In our civilization with its per- 
missive legislation allowing com- 
munities to tax themselves for 
library services there should be 
no need for the club library limit- 
ing its membership in the same 
fashion as the libraries in Benja- 
min Franklin’s day. Either the 
people should be willing to make 
a sufficient financial outlay to pay 
for educating themselves or they 
should close their library doors 
and turn to television, new auto- 
mobiles, and comfort devices 
which provide material satisfaction 
but nullify the needs of the mind. 

If the people of the state want 
good library service, ideal tax 
bases will have to be discussed 
and not ignored. Librarians and 
trustees, as well as interested citi- 
zens, will have to face the realis- 
tic problem that if a superior li- 
brary service is wanted that it 
will require financing; and that if 
the library is to provide the books 
for reading and study; for adult 
education and citizenship enlight- 
ment that the people wanting these 
services must be willing to make 
some physical and financial ef- 
fort to secure these services. 


Steps will have to be taken to 
obtain the necessary petitions and 
votes to establish the county or 
library district. It will take work, 
patience, time and _  disappoint- 
ments. Libraries will have to over- 
come prejudices, local power poli- 
tics and selfishness. 


City, county and state officials 
will have to be approached, citi- 
zens made more aware, clubs and 


fraternal organizations will have 
to learn to understand why a li- 
brary is of community interest. 
Elections will have to be held, 
headquarters for libraries estab- 
lished, personnel hired, equipment 
purchased. It will be hard work; 
but if the project is worthwhile— 
the rewards will be great. 


Yes, community restrictions will 
fight these ideas. Librarians and 
trustees will have to have new 
vision. Library collections will 
have to be reviewed, weeded, dis- 
carded and coordinated. Libraries 
in existence will have to decide 
whether or not they shall become 
part of the larger system and be 
coordinated into a closely knitted 
new network. There will have to 
be a meshing of mass transporta- 
tion, mass production and mass 
communication in such a manner 
that service will be available to 
every man, woman and child in 
the state. 


Broad plans will have to be made, 
changes in local and state library 
laws will have to be made to per- 
mit closer cooperation and inter- 
change of service and handling of 
the financial affairs of the district 
unit. The library will have to gear 
itself to become the core of the 
community and to provide service 
for every activity: scientific, social, 
economic, religious and recreation 
and be able to secure materials to 
cover the demands of these groups. 

Although ali of this will not be 
done tomorrow, the furrows must 
be plowed now. Men, women, li- 
brarians, club workers, trustees 


will have to plant the seeds. They 
will need to get out among the 
members of the community irri- 
gating and weeding the crop to 
create the demand for good li- 
brary service. 


Rural residents—who are chiefly 
in need of the service and who are 
the most strongly represented in 
our legislature—will have to raise 
their voices and open their poc- 
ketbooks tc obtain the services 
needed. If the rural group does 
not get the library services it 
wants much of the fault will be 
its own as the legislation is avail- 
able and can be made more pliable 
through their efforts. The oppor- 
tunity for advancement, for knowl- 
edge and for recreation through 
reading is at their fingertips. 


The people must be reached and 
educated by contacts from all in- 
terested groups. Librarians should 
promote their institutions and take 
advantage of the mass commun- 
ication outlets to spread the mes- 
sage of reading, audio-visual and 
reference facilities of the libraries. 


There is a great need for co- 
operation, participation and under- 
standing between the small town 
librarians and their trustees with 
the state association for the pur- 
pose of more thorough discussion 
of problems, planning and develop- 
ment of the entire library network 
from the smallest library to the 
largest district unit and on through 
the state library. 


With a clearer conception of 
what can be done by library co- 
operation, integration and grant- 
in-aid librarians could then make 
plans for the future. They could 
understand the need of strong or- 
ganized collection in order to pro- 
mote, guide and stimulate an en- 
lightened citizenry. 


Under the proposed plan of the 
Library Development Committee 
the state would be divided into 
six districts and some type of co- 
operative effort would be made 
by libraries in these districts to 
unite. This does not mean that 
changes couldn’t be made within 
the proposed structures; far from 
it. Studies conducted within the 
proposed districts may foster 
smaller districts—or even larger 
—than proposed. It may be too 
that certain counties would find 
it more advantageous to operate 
a single county unit rather than 
join with the district. The struc- 
ture is flexible; but the chief 
point remains. Libraries must have 
strong, centrally-organized collec- 
tions in order to promote, to guide 
and to stimulate the people. Li- 
braries must be community cen- 
ters, disseminators of reliable in- 
formation and provide opportunity 
for children, young people and 
adults who wish to improve their 
backgrounds. Education is a con- 
tinuous process and one of the 
few places that persons not at- 
tending schools can obtain un- 
biased information is the library. 


Now is the time to break away 
from the traditional path of pro- 
moting small and _ inadequately 
supported libraries. With other 
visionaries we must look to the 
future growth of our institutions. 
The new path must include large 
units with sufficient financial and 
personnel support to provide li- 
brary services at a reasonable cost 
per capita that will serve the needs 
of the people in our small towns 
and rural areas. 


Keep in your minds the theme: 
“Tdaho’s Library Future—Unlim- 
ited Possibilities,” and go strive 
for the goal .. . library service 


in every corner of the state. 
Arthur DeVolder 


Goals Of The 


Idaho State Library Agency 


(The following is a copy of a letter 
sent out to all county advisors to 
the Idaho State Library by the 
Chairman of the State Library 
Board, on June 20, 1957.) 


Dear County Advisor: 

Your letters telling of your pro- 
gress in forming county Friends 
of the Library Councils have been 
most gratifying. We know that you 
are sometimes disheartened but 
the library future for Idaho looks 
brighter than ever before. 


We wish we could personally 
answer all your questions. How- 
ever many of the answers will have 
to be given by trained librarians. 
Eugene D. Hart, our new State 
Librarian, is scheduled to arrive 
September 16th and the members 
of his extension staff will be an- 
nounced as soon as he is able to 
fill the positions on his staff. 


Many people have asked: What 
does the State Library Agency 
hope to achieve during the coming 
biennium, or two-year budget per- 
iod. We were asked the same ques- 
tion in the forms which had to be 
filed with the federal government 
as our PLAN for the expenditure 
of funds jointly appropriated by 
our state legislature and the nat- 
ional Congress. 


We stated our goal as two-fold. 
First, we hope to strengthen the 
state agency so that we will be 
able to give better book service 


than ever before. Approximately 
$20,000 of our first year’s budget 
will be spent for books. This rep- 
resents a considerable increase 
over expenditures in the past. But 
it is still a small amount. Statistic- 
wise, it will mean approximately 
one new book for circulation 
among each 80 potential readers in 
the state. (Fortunately some com- 
munities have their own adequate 
public library facilities and make 
no demands upon the state library. 
For instance, no books are circu- 
lated in Boise because this would 
soon deplete our stock,—And also 
because the Boise Public Library 
has greatly superior resources 
due to a budget that is almost 
double our recently exparded state 
appropriation of $37,500 a year for 
service to all the state.) 


Our total stock of books at the 
state library is low. Soon after his 
arrival in mid-September, Mr. Hart 
expects to make an appraisal of our 
book collection and to start making 
it stronger. It is hoped that as local 
libraries in both schools and com- 
munities are able to obtain better 
local library services through af- 
filiation into larger units, the state 
library can concentrate on buying 
the kind of books that will supple- 
ment rather than supply local book 
collections. This will make avail- 
able many technical and resource 
books that may be uneconomical 
for the smaller libraries to buy 


for restricted circulation. And yet 
these books may be of vital im- 
portance to some rancher or bus- 
inesswoman or student. Through 
inter-library loans, the state library 
should eventually be able to 
strengthen the book collections 
of every library in the state. 


The second part of our plan, and 
the one made possible by the 
matching federal aid money ap- 
propriated two weeks ago by Con- 
gress, will be to supply library ex- 
tension services to the counties. 
An extension worker and an as- 
sistant will be added to the staff 
and they will deal specifically 
with filed problems such as help- 
ing your local librarian with any 
problems she may have in cata- 
loguing, collection buying and 
weeding, and human relations. 
They will be able to tell you how 
problems similar to those your 
county faces have been solved in 
other localities. The state agency 
has no legal supervisory authority 
over local units and our only wish 
is to help where help is requested. 
We want you to have more, not 
less, book outlets and local library 
facilities. 


In order that our’ extension 
workers may “demonstrate” the 
appeal of modern library services 
that may be extended to rural 
residents, we have ordered an ex- 
hibit bookmobile. Final action was 
taken last week at a board meeting 
attended by Olive Bess and Alton 
Jones. It will cost approximately 
$7500 and will be stocked with 
new books that will be circulated 
later through the regular cannels 
here at the state library. It will 
also carry motion picture films 
telling graphically the story of 
library services in other states, 
and it will have a public address 
microphone that will be useful for 
talks and for record playing when- 
ever desirable for story telling in 


a park, the town center or on the 
school grounds. 


After an initial tour of the state, 
the bookmobile will be available 
for loan to library districts wishing 
to give a sample of bookmobile 
service before asking the local 
citizens to vote a tax levy to sus- 
tain local bookmobile service. In 
many districts a bookmobile is not 
the solution to local library prob- 
lems. But it was felt that this is 
a dramatic new way to tell the 
story of modern library services 
and our citizens will be interested 
even if the use of a bookmobile is 
not practical or desirable in a 
particular locality. We have had 
numerous inquiries asking when 
the bookmobile will be delivered 
to the state agency. Some sections 
of the state have shown interest 
in exploring the local use of book- 
mobile to serve both public library 
needs and school library needs. 
We hope to have the demonstration 
bookmobile in about four months. 


Each county has its own peculiar 
problems and yet many preblems 
are similar and solutions will be 
gradual. Fortunately the federal 
money will be available annually 
for four years. We hope to use 
this “demonstration” period for 
its maximum returns. How many 
county and multi-county libraries 
we will be able to achieve is an 
unknown factor and that makes 
this a most challenging effort. Our 
success will depend upon the citi- 
zen participation in the Friends 
of the Library Councils in each 
county. 


You have also asked in your 
letters—What am I supposed to 
do as Advisor, How can I tackle 
the job of organizing a Friends 
of the Library Council? The start 
is simple. You ask a few of the 
leaders of cooperating club and 
civic groups to meet with you and 


the local librarians and library 
trustees in your home or at the 
library or at the school. (The 
names of state organizations that 
have already offered cooperation 
are told in the leaflet ‘“Let’s Turn 
Idaho Fiction Into Idaho Fact.” 
Invite the president of the local 
branch of each of these organiza- 
tions to appoint a Council mem- 
ber.) You talk about your mutual 
interest in improving your local 
library situation and ask for their 
ideas and their help. You try to 
assess the library resources in your 
county—the physical resources of 
public and school libraries, and 
the human resources of those 
people in the community who are 
willing to work with you. After 
taking this step you will probably 
want to share your experiences 
with Advisors from other counties. 
For that reason we are scheduling 
a workshop conference here in 
Boise in January. 


The date for this conference 
of the State Library Planning Com- 
mittee will be January 10th and 
1lth. A mileage allowance for the 
trip to Boise will be made for Ad- 
visors in order to help with your 
expenses. We will have round-table 
discussions and expect to have out- 
of-state consultants to talk on 
ways in which library problems 
have been solved in neighboring 
states. More details will be sent to 
you as our plans develop. We ex- 
pect to have fun working together. 


Between now and January we 
will be working out the physical 
problems of an expanding state 
library agency (our crowded 
location in the basement of the 
state museum finds us with a 
storeroom piled high with books 
that need immediate mending after 
having been widely circulated in 
small schools in 42 of our coun- 
ties.) In addition to the usual op- 
erations of book circulation, new 


books must be ordered and cata- 
logued and our files kept up-to- 
date with as much information 
as possible about the library pic- 
ture in each county. Your letters 
and the information you send are 
being carefully kept for Mr. Hart. 
Any information that you request 
be kept confidential will be so 
regarded. As soon as possible after 
his arrival, Mr. Hart hopes to take 
some trips around the state and 
will try to contact as many of you 
as possible for brief informal con- 
versations. 


At the January conference, 
schedules will be arranged for the 
official visit to your county of the 
extension worker and the exhibit 
bookmobile. The visit may be for 
several hours or it may be for 
several days—this will depend up- 
on your wishes as Advisor for the 
Council. You may wish to schedule, 
by working with members of yuur 
Council, talks and film showings 
for civic and club and school 
groups. This may perhaps be your 
first public step in trying to con- 
vince the people in your county 
that adequate library facilities are 
a wise expenditure of public ta:: 
moneys. 


There are many encouraging 
signs—such as the addition to our 
list of cooperating state groups of 
the Idaho Federation of Business 
and Professional Women. At their 
annual convention on June 8 they 
voted to cooperate with the State 
Library Board and that a member 
from each Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club in the State 
be appointed by the local presi- 
dents to serve on the local county 
Friends of the Library Council. 
Then in Lewiston recently a TV 
show was staged by our Nez Perce 
county Advisor, Mrs. C. W. Meck- 
stroth, with the help of Fern Prior. 
president of the Idaho State Li- 
brary Association, and Martha Ken- 


a member of our state 


nedy, 
Board. The advisor for Oneida 


county, Mrs. Dewey Jones, and 
her committee have been instru- 
mental in reopening the Malad 
library that had been closed for 
some time. We'll have other ac- 
complishments to report as you 
write us of your activities and we 
hope in the fall to have a monthly 
newsletter which will go to each 


of you and keep you informed 
about our progress around the 
state. 


If you don’t have time to write 
a letter to Dorothy Bosselman or 
me, send back a few lines on the 
enclosed postcard. If you have no 
more to report between now and 
January than a brief survey of 
your county’s needs and an account 
of the initial meeting of your 
Friends of the Library Council, 


you will have performed a real 
service. If you failed to receive 
the Biennial Report last January, 
let us know as we have a few copies 
left. It was written as a Handbook 
on the Idaho Library Situation and 
in addition to helpful articles has 
the complete text of the Idaho 
District Library Enabling laws. 
You will probably want to pass it 
around among members of our 
Council. 


Tell us that you’re holding the 
fort until reinforcements from 
the state agency arrive. Let’s keep 
working together and before long 
Idaho will be a better state in 
which to live because better library 
facilities will start being a reality 
all over the state. 


Our very best wishes, 


Mrs. Glenn Balch, 
Chairman 


The History of Idaho 


on Film 
The following newspapers 
are now available on 
Microfilm: 
Blackfoot Bulletin 
Daily Idahonian 
Idaho Daily Statesman 
Idaho Falls Post-Register 
idaho State Journal 
Rupert Record 
Salt Lake Tribune 
{Idaho Edition) 
LIBRARIES: 10% Discount 
Given on Microfilm Readers 


with Purchase of Microfilm 
Write us for Details 


Universal 
Microfilming Corp. 


141 Pierpont Ave—EL 5-1411 


Salt Lake City 1, Utah 


V. J. Languille & Co. 


LIBRARY BINDINGS 
“BOUND TO LAST” 


Over 40 years of dependable 
and satisfactory service 


Picture Covers, Lettered 
Covers and Decorated Covers 


All work in accordance to 
“Class-A” specifications 


V. J. Languille & Co. 


611 West 3rd Avenue 
Spokane 4, Washington 
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Proposed Standards For Elementary 
School Libraries in Idaho 


Personnel 


Trained school librarians should 
be considered specialists in their 
subjects, and should be on the 
same level and paid from the same 
budget as other teachers. They 
should meet the state requirement 
for library certification and should 
be qualified teachers. It is re- 
commended that the librarian have 
had teaching experience in the 
elementary field. 


Recommendations in Terms of 
Enrollment 

(1) Enrollment of 200 or fewer 
pupils 
A teacher librarian who is 
qualified for teaching, who 
has had at least one course in 
children’s literature, at least 
6 semester hours of training in 
library science, and who de- 
votes at least two _ periods 
daily exclusively to library 
work. 

(2) Enrollment of 200-500 pupils 
A half-time librarian who is 
qualified to teach, who has had 
at least 6 semester hours of 
library science (12 semester 
hours recommended) including 


one course in children’s liter- 
ature, and classification and 
cataloging, if the library is to 
be organized as an independ- 
ent unit. 

(3) Enrollment of 500 or more 
pupils 

A full-time librarian who is 

qualified to teach, who has 

had at least 6 semester hours 


of library science (20 semes- 
ter hours recommended) in- 
cluding one course in children’s 
literature and courses in cat- 
aloging and classification, if 
the library is to be organized as 
an independent unit. 


An Alternative Might Be 

If there is more than one school 
in the district, and if the above 
standards cannot be met for each 
school, it is recommended that 
at least one librarian with the 
qualifications listed above with 
the recommended 20 semester 
hours of library science, plus at 
least two years of successful ex- 
perience, be employed as_ the 
supervisor of the district; that she 
be given office space in the cen- 
tral school buildings where she 
can do or direct the ordering, cat- 
aloging and _ classification and 
checking out of books to schools. 
Sufficient help of a good typist 
should be given the supervisor. 
Such a supervisor is also to head 
a committee formed by repre- 
sentatives of the faculty or the 
librarian of each school in the dis- 


trict for the purpose of book selec- 
tion. 


Library Materials 

The Children’s book collection 
should be distributed as to meet 
the needs of the various reading 
levels and to provide books for re- 
creational reading as well as for 
reference and teaching purposes. 
In schools of fewer than 200 pupils, 
at least five “live” books per 


pupil until a minimum of 500 is 
reached; thereafter, and in larger 
schools, at least three books per 
pupil. These are in addition to 
the following: 

1 or more standard encycloped- 
ias published within the last five 
years. 

1 standard dictionary of the ap- 
propriate age level for each room. 

1 unabridged dictionary of re- 
cent date. 

1 atlas 

1 periodical for each room. 

Vertical file material, such as 
pamphlets, clippings, and pictures. 

1 globe (16”). 

Access to audio-visual material 
including slides, filmstrips, film 
etc. 

Professional books for teachers. 


Appropriations 

A lump sum of $1000 to begin 
a library of 500 books exclusive of 
reference books, or, $5 per pupil 
per year until the 500 books have 
been purchased; thereafter, $1.50 
per pupil per year; special appro- 
priations for encyclopedias and 
unabridged dictionaries. Audio- 
visual materials to be bought or 
borrowed from sources other than 
the book fund. 


Room and Equipment 
A library center in each class- 
room, preferably a corner equip- 
ped with table, chairs, and adjust- 
able shelving of suitable height, 
plus a bulletin board. 


In schools of 200 or more en- 
rollment, a central library should 
be provided with seating space 
for the largest class, plus 20, plus 
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space for a conference and store- 
room. If the librarian is to do the 
cataloging and classification and 
other processing of books, space 
for a librarian’s workroom includ- 
ing a sink with running water 
and a work table. 


The library should be centrally 
located in as quiet an area as pos- 
sible, attractively decorated and 
equipped with adjustable shelving 
of suitable height, including sev- 
eral sloping shelves with edges 
for magazine display, several with 
9” upright divisions for picture 
books. 


Furniture: Tables and chairs of 
size to fit the pupils; a standard 
charging desk and desk chair; ver- 
tical file; bulletin boards; atlas 
and dictionary stand; card catalog 
filing cabinets; typewriter. 


Organization 

The ideal organization involves 
a combination of a central library 
in each school of more than two 
or three rooms, and a collection of 
books in each classroom; the 
classroom collection of books to 
be charged through the central 
library and changed as the need 
arises. If a central library in each 
school cannot be afforded, a cen- 
tral school district library may be 
an alternative. In such a case, a 
union catalog should be maintain- 
ed showing the holdings of the 
school district. 


The following elements should 
exist, regardless: 

Cooperative book selection by 
the teachers under the leadership 


of the librarian. 

An accession record. 

A shelf list. 

Books broadly cataloged and 
listed in a standard card catalog 
using Wilson printed cards when- 
ever available. 

An efficient loan record. 

An annual report. 

A yearly inventory. 

Program 

All school library service should 
be the responsibility of the school 
board. Instruction in the use of 
books and libraries should be in- 
tegrated with the school curricul- 
um and should be planned for 
continuous progress leading from 
the primary grades eventually to 
the adult use of the community 
library. 


The library service should be 
set up in terms of the philosophy 
and objectives of the school sys- 
tem, with the active interest and 
support of the administration. 
The librarian: 


1. Must know the curriculum 
of the school. 


2. Collects and organizes ma- 
terials for the ready use of 
the students and teachers. 

3. Notifies teachers of new ma- 
terial in the library. 

4. Knows the reading interests 
of the students. 

5. Understands children and can 
direct and _ stimulate good 
reading. 

6. Helps build good student cit- 
izenship. 

7. Provides a friendly atmos- 
phere conducive to reading 
and study. 


. Encourages’ individual re- 


search and good study habits. 


Book Selection Tools 

Each school should base _ its 
book selection upon the following: 

Basic Book Collection for Ele- 
mentary Grades—published by A. 

Children’s Catalog—H. W. Wil- 
son Company. 

Booklist—A. L. A. 

Horn Book—Horn Book, Inc., 
Boston. 

Junior Libraries—published by 
the Library Journal. 

Books to Bvild On—published 
by the Library Journal. 

The above recommendations 
have been made by the School 
Standards Committee of the Idaho 
State Library Association. We sub- 
mit them to the Idaho State De- 
partment of Education for approv- 
al and adoption. 

Maxine Slagowski, Chairman 


PARAGON 


BINDINGS 


Our New 1957 
Spring List Is Ready 
e 


We also have a fine new 
1957 Readers List for 
first three grades, 
Many New Ones Added 

Compare Our Bindings 
and Prices 

You'll like our 
“Sudden Service” 


DON R. PHILLIPS 


P. O. Box 57 
Vandalia, Michigan 


Congress and President Eisen- 
hower in June approved the 1957- 
58 appropriation for the Depart- 
ment of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, which includes a $5,000,000 
appropriation for second-year 
grants under the five-year Federal 
Library Services Act. All four of 
Idaho’s congressional represerta- 
tives—Senators Dworshak and 
Church and Representatives Pfost 
and Budge—actively supported this 
appropriation. 


To Idaho this means that over 
$50,000 will be available; the exact 
amount depends on administrative 
determination of state funds suit- 
able for matching federal funds. 
Since the Idaho State Library 
Agency plans were based on this 
figure, Idaho should have a most 
valuable year of demonstration of 
what adequate library funds on 
the state level can mean toward 
improving our presently grossly 
inadequate statewide library ser- 
vice. 


On another matter which affects 
Idaho’s libraries, congressional ac- 
tion to date is both favorable and 
unfavorable. It appears likely that 
the proposed 25% increase in the 
postal book rate (an increase from 
8 cents on the first pound and 4 
cents on each additional pound to 
10 cents on the first pound and 
5 cents on each additional pound) 
will go through. This will, of 
course, affect costs of books ship- 
ped from publishers and jobbers 
to libraries. 

The House Post Office and Civil 
Service Committee, which approv- 
ed this by majority vote on May 
23, did, however, extend the pres- 
ent rate of 4 cents on the first 
pound and 1 cent on each addition- 
al pound for books sent by public 
libraries to all colleges, universi- 
ties, and schools. It also added 
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several categories to the present 
ones of books and 16mm. films, 
including printed music, bound 
volumes of academic theses in 
typewritten or otherwise duplicat- 
ed form, bound volumes of period- 
icals, and “other library materials 
in printed, duplicated, or photo- 
graphic form, or in the form of 
unpublished manuscripts.” 


Unfortunately, this bill also in- 
cludes increases in other mail rates, 
and in early July it was still being 
pigeon-holed in the House Rules 
Committee. No Senate action will 
be scheduled unless and until the 
bill passes the House. Incidentally, 
Idaho Congresswoman Pfost, along 
with two other members of the 
Committee on Post Office and Civil 
Service, submitted a dissenting re- 
port on H. R. 5836, based on her 
opposition to the proposed 4-cent 
first class and 7-cent airmail rates. 
All members of Idaho’s Congres- 
sional delegation should be inform- 
ed of Idaho librarians’ interest in 
approval of the provisions of the 
bill pertaining to library materials. 


The ALA reports several items 
are now available from the ALA 
Publishing Department for pro- 
moting “Public Library Service,” 
the standards for public libraries. 
These include a_ twenty-minute 
film strip entitled ‘“ Your Public 
Library—Island or Peninsula,” 
along with which comes a script 
and a single long-playing record. 
In addition, there are the follow- 
ing: Public Library Service: A 
Guide to Evaluation with Minimum 
Standards and Supplement, a 96- 
page book: How About Your Public 
Library?, an 8-page leaflet on needs 
and standards of library service, 
for distribution by state agencies, 
libraries, and community groups: 


(Continued on Page 30) 
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State Library 


Eugene Hart, who will become 
the first Idaho State Librarian 
September 1, has had a varied 
and interesting background. His 
library experience has included 
both college and public library 
work. He held student assistant 
positions at the University of 
Michigan and Iowa State College. 
For one year he served as head 
of the Serials and Exchange Divi- 
sion at the University of Iowa. 
Public library experience includes 
work at Los Angeles Public Li- 
brary, the Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary (Baltimore, Md.) as chief 
technology librarian, chief librar- 
ian of the Pacific Aeronautical 
Library, Los Angeles, and chief 
librarian of the Glendale Public 
Library, Glendale, California. 
Since 1954 he has been director 
of the Military Intelligence Li- 
brary, Pentagon, Washington, D. C. 


Much of his experience has 
helped him to qualify for the posi- 
tion of state librarian, since it in- 
cluded extension work, work in 
library systems having numerous 
branch libraries, organizing and 
reorganizing libraries and library 
staffs, and planning and execut- 
ing library programs and budgets. 
His educational qualifications in- 
clude a B. S. in Forestry from Iowa 
State College, an A. B. and a 
B. A. in Library Science from the 
University of Michigan, an M. 


A. from the American University 
in Public Administration, and a 
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projected Ph. D from the Amer- 
ican University in August, also in 
Public Administration. 


Mr. Hart and his wife have two 
daughters, one who is married and 
the other entering college this 
fall. He is 48 years old and says, 
“Idaho is not a strange area to 
me. I worked there on the nation- 
al forests for two summers, 1929 
and 1931, out of Kooskia on the 
Elk Summit and Moose Creek dis- 
tricts. I last visited there in 1953, 
and enjoyed some wonderful trout 
fishing, which is a favorite hobby 
of both Mrs. Hart and me.” Mr. 
Hart is retiring as a Lt. Colonel 
in the Army, but prefers to be 
called “Mr.” 


Present plans include adding an 
extension librarian, an assistant 
extension librarian, and possibly 
an additional cataloger to the state 
library staff soon after his arrival. 
Any interested applicants should 
write directly to Mr. Hart at 704 
West View Terrace, Alexandria, 
Virginia. Mrs. Edith Robinson, 
who has served as acting traveling 
librarian for several years, will 
become traveling library supervis- 


or in the fail. She has hired four 
temporary workers for the summer 
months, due to a doubling of de- 
mands for library service, as well 
as the arrival of a large order of 
new books that are to be ready 
to use with the now-on-order book- 
mobile, which will start its ex- 
hibit tour this fall. 
Idaho Falls Public Library 

A pictorial presentation of li- 
brary services filling one complete 


page of the local newspaper 
brought much favorable publicity 
to the Idaho Falls Public Library 
in June. Pictures of behind-the- 
scene activities such as book pre- 
paration, mending, cataloging, and 
filing of periodicals, accompanied 
by figures as to the amount of 
work accomplished along these 
lines, revealed a little understood 
side of library work. Other pic- 
tures depicting telephone refer- 
ence service and interlibrary loan 
service brought an awareness of 
the invaluable position of the li- 
brary to members of the commun- 
ity. 


During the past few months the 
library has inaugurated another 
friendly service—that of mailing 
reminder cards to patrons whose 
library cards have expired asking 
them to come in and renew their 
cards “so we can keep our files 
up-to-date and you can keep your 
reading up-to-date.” These cards 
have proven most effective not 
only in effecting the renewal of 
contact between the library and 
the patron, but also in keeping 
the library in the minds of the 
citizens. The practice has certainly 
played a part in our increased cir- 
culation. These postcards are 
available through the Library 
Products Cc., Sturgis, Michigan. 


A “library” romance culminated 
June 5 in the marriage of Miss 
Margaret Kelsch, librarian of the 
Idaho Falls Public Library, becom- 
ing the bride of Mr. Scott Ken- 
nedy, librarian of Phillips Petrol- 
eum, A. E. C., Idaho Operations. 
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Mrs. Kennedy is continuing in her 
position at the library. 


Pocatello Public Library 


The new venture this summer 
of sending ihe library’s bookmo- 
bile into the residential districts, 
to give wider service to the adult 
public as well as to children, has 
been appreciated and patronized. 
If the demand increases enough 
the library hopes to cover con- 
siderable expanded territory all 
year. 


The library continues to get 
good public relations from the 
quarter page offered and used 
each week in the local newspaper, 
under the title, ‘‘The Book Nook.” 
Through this column, timely lists 
of books and news of the library 
receives wide circulation. 

PNLA 

The 47th Annual Conference of 
the Pacific Northwest Library As- 
sociation, which will be also the 
first joint meeting with the Moun- 
tain-Plains Library Association, 
will be held in Bozeman, Montana 
at Montana State College, Sep- 
tember 5-7. The Conference will 
feature a report on the progress of 
the Library Development Pro- 
ject, a roundtable session on the 
Library Services Act plans of both 
regions, and a_ pre-conference 
meeting on library education, to 
be held September 4. For further 
information, write to Lesley M. 
Heathcote, Librarian, Montana 
State College, who is general chair- 
man of the conference. Housing 


accommodations will be very in- 
expensive, since accommodations 


will be available in a new college 
residence hall, at only $2 per night. 
Many motels are also available. 


University of Idaho 

Three out of six vacancies in 
the library staff, occasioned by the 
projected new divisional setup in 
the new library building, have al- 
ready been filled. New  book- 
stacks should be in Moscow by 
August 1, and the move into the 
new building is planned for short- 
ly after August 9. Tables and 
chairs and other library equip- 
ment, it is hoped, will arrive be- 
fore the new college year opens 
about September 3. The contrac- 
tor expects to turn over the new 
building to the university on or 
about July 15. 
Idaho State College 

Idaho State College library is 
looking for an assistant cataloger, 
and has added a former student 
assistant, Carolyn Carlile, to the 
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staff as a general library assistant 
for 1957-58. A rather generous 
budget for 1957-59 has permitted 
ordering additional stacks and 
planning a rare book room on the 
second floor. 


This may not be strictly library 
news, but the librarian is proud 
to report that one of his secretar- 
ial staff, Miss Carene Clark, was 
selected as ‘Miss Idaho” last June 
in Boise, and will compete for the 
“Miss America” title in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, in August. 


Northwest Nazarene College 

The R. T. Williams Library at 
Northwest Nazarene College has 
been experiencing severe growing 
pains. When a 1956 survey sug- 
gested a remodeling program for 
the summer, plans for such a pro- 
gram were made and are now be- 
ing carried out. The old wooden 
stacks are now being replaced by 
two levels of steel stacks. The 
basement which was used for stor- 
age is being made into a periodical 
room and casual reading room. 
With these renovations they will 
be able to serve the students 
more efficiently. 

One of the assistant librarians, 
Miss Lois Herron, has resigned. 
It is rumored that Cupid is luring 
her to the vicinity of North Caro- 
lina. There are no definite plans 
yet on filling the vacancy. 


ALA NEWS 
(Continued from Page 27) 
A Plan for Better Public Library 
Services, a 16-page abridgement 
of Public Library Service, to in- 
troduce the public to basic goals 
of improved services; and a 24- 
page Discussion Manual for library 
or community groups studying 
Public Library Service. 
Eli M. Oboler, 
ALA Councilor for 
Idaho and Idaho 
Membership Chair- 
man 


Idaho State Library Association 


NEW MEMBERS—1957 
(i. e., not on membership list as of October, 1956) 


Individual Active Members 


Borden, John 

Circulation Librarian 

Idaho State College Library 
Pocatello 


Carlson, Ina, Librarian 
Lewiston Senior High School 
Lewiston 


Coleman, Laura M. 
Documents Librarian 

Idaho State College Library 
Pocatello 


Drennan, Henry T. 


Assistant Director of Library Pro- 
jects 


Seattle, Washington 


Driscoll, Mrs. John 
Trustee 

Troy Public Library 
Troy 


Everts, Mrs. William (Evelyn) 
Boise Junior Coilege Library 
Boise 


Fenn, Shirlie 
Librarian 
Kooskia 


Hartshorn, Robert, Librarian 
College of Pharmacy Library 
Idaho State College 
Pocatello 


Jarvis, Mrs. F. William (Nancy) 
Librarian 

Carnegie Public Library 
Caldwell 


Kurtz, Mrs. Blanche 
Librarian 

Glenns Ferry High School 
Glenns Ferry 


Lancaster, Edith 


Northwest Nazarene College Li- 


brary 
Nampa 


Rooke, Ida A., Librarian 
Cottonwood High School 
Cottonwood 


Rowland, Elizabeth S., Librarian 
Filer High School 
Filer 


Shumway, Viola, Librarian 
Hagerman High School 
1160 Yellowstone 

Pocatello 


Thomason, Josephine, Librarian 
Craigmont High School 
Craigmont 


Thorp, Leonard, Ass’t Librarian 
Science Library 

Holland Library 

Washington State College 

224 Webb Street 

Pullman, Washington 
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Weaver, Mrs. C. R. (Bess) 
Twin Falls High School 
Twin Falls 


Wilcox, Martha M. 
Children’s Librarian 
Carnegie Public Library 
Caldwell 


Williams, Susie L. 
Teacher-Librarian 
Jerome High School 
Jerome 


Institutional Members 
Dieter Bookbinding 
1130-23rd Street 
Denver, Colorado 


Donnelly-McCall High School 
Donnelly, Idaho 


Lewiston Public Library 
Lewiston, Idaho 


Subscribers to Idaho Librarian 
North Texas State College Library 
North Texas State College 
Denton, Texas 


Division of Librarianship 
Emory University 
Emory University, Georgia 


White Library 
Kansas State Teachers College 
Emporia, Kansas 


The Library Association 
Chaucer House, Malet Place 
London, W. C. 1, England 
Att: Librarian and Information 
Officer 


Serials Department 
Florida State University Library 
Tallahassee, Florida 
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Last Minute News 


John Borden, Idaho State Col- 
lege Circulation Librarian since 
1955, will become Pocatello Pub- 
lic Librarian September 1. Mrs. 
Edna Dwyer has been acting li- 
brarian of Pocatello Public since 
September 1956. ISC Library is, 
as you might guess, seeking a new 
circulation librarian: salary $4800- 
$5040. 
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Moscow, "daho 


When East Meets West 


An intimate glimpse into the life 
of Lafcadio Hearn’s son. . 


as he tells it in 


RE-ECHO 


BY KAZIO HEARN KOIZUMI 


Edited by Nan ~ j Jane Fellers and containing the 
last unpublis Lafcadio Hearn source material. 
The Japanese son of the great writer, — 
Hearn, here presents a treasure book of lessons, 
thoughts, stories, and memories. The ghost of = 
cadio Hearn spans half a century to renew 
bond of father and son, East and West. 161 pee 
large 8vo, four-color frontispiece, four Pages oF 
colored plates (13 full-color illustrations), and 


OTHER SPRING BOOKS FROM CAXTON 


HOLLAND, CHESTER SCOTT 
WHALE HUNTERS ABO. 
THE GREY GOLD (A) 
®, simples tale of an Indian youth aboard a New 


England whaleship. are vivid descriptions whale 
against a background 


not usually found in sea tales. large 12mo, 20 
pages ly fous and “old» prints sad 
photographs, printed $4.00 


Illustraced 


254 pages, 1 mo, 
colured frontispiece, illustrations 


STARK, CHARLES R., JR. 
+ THE BERING SEA EAGLE (A) 


about hans, te. all 


Write for complete catalog ALA85 
CAXTON OF CALDWELL, IDAHO 


‘niversity of idaho Library 


numerous black and white illustrations from orig- 
inal drawings by Lafcadio Hearn. Limited Edition. 
$10.00 


“, . delicate, fragmentary, juvenile chrestom- 
athy . . . designed to instruct, amuse, and morally 
hen the eae they surely did . 
skillfully wroughi . ee . The preface 
deserves praise . ” Virginia Kirkus Service 


aerial fire spotter, Alaskan bush pilot, rescue flyer and 
trail blazer. "He flew Father Hubbard, the famed Glacier 
Priest, on many of his errands of mercy. 170 large 
12mo, illustrated with 35 reproductions of photographs 


TEAL, EVELYN 
FLYING SNOWSHOES (B) 


The thrilling true story of John (Snowshoe) Thompson 
who for twenty years deli . on coowsnees, the mail 
from Placerville, "California to Genoa, Nevada. Chroni- 
on wolves, Indians, starva- 
— ted by David ad ilies Apr. 24, 

pages, large 12mo, illustrations. 


LARRISON, EARL J. 


+ OWYHEE: The Life of a 
Northern Desert (A) 


The of the plants, and other natural fea- 
tures of the Owyhee Desert of southwestern Idaho., It 
describes the abundant and 5. # life of the desert and 
how it is adapted to on in so er a place. Described 
struggles the desert. Locale: 


also 

Owyhee Coun ithe Pes Period: 1824 to present. Illus- 

ings a y 2, 

pages, copiously illustrated, large 12mo. $5.00 
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KINGSBURY, RUTH FOOTE ; 
LOOKOUT TOWER (J) 
Margaret Adams, eighteen, achieves one of her great , 
ambitions—to Ty a summer as a Forest Service 
guard. With her brother Dick, fourteen, she mans Stam- SC 4 


